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EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT : JUNE QUARTER, 1940. 


The latest ava.sable statistics, from various sources, which offer some 
indication of the movement of Employment and Unemployment throughout Australia have been 
issued by the Commonwealth Statistician (Dr. Roland Wilson), 

imployment ia Factories. The number of persons employed in Australian 
factories in 1938-39 was 25.9% greater than in the pre-devression year of 1628-29, and 
1.3% greater than in the year 1937-38. When the growth in employee population is 
taken into account, the 1938-29 index number was 11.6% greater than the 1928-29 index 
and 0.3% greater than the index for 1937-38. 

A comparison of factory employment in May, 1940 (the latest month for 
which figures are available for all States) with May, 1939, shows the following estimated 
percentage changes:- New South Wales, -1.6; Victoria, +3.8; Queensland, +4.23; South 
Australia, +6.8; Western Australia, -3.6; Tasmania, +12.7; Australia, +1.7 (or taking 
account of the growth of employee population, +0.5). 

Emrioyment_ in Retail Stores. The inde: number for Australia for the 
year 1938-39 indicates a 30% increase in employment since July, 1933 (the first date for 
which figures are available), and a 1.3% increase since 1937-38- When the growth of 
employee population is taken iato account the increases are 22.54 since July, 1933 and 
0.2% since 1937-38. 

& comparison of employment in retail stores in May, 1940 (the latest 
month for which figures are available Zor all States) with May, 1939, shows the 
following estimated percentage changes:- New South Wales, -0.8; Victoria, +2.8; 
Queensland, +1.8; South Australia, nil; Western Australia, +0.9; Tasmania, +8.2; 


Austra ia, +1.5 (or taking account of the growth of employee population, +0.4). 
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=_" " ee a en ee a A A A | RN RO Op RN Ne ae et it ee me oe a oe ee —— ae a wees ee arese. career: ea at «SR 
| iO si | ; | ‘i ‘iia Australia 
} ': New South 7 ¥, South Western 5 ‘ : Index divided b 
| : aa Wales: VLC ODRGS | SRS CRANE Australia| Australia Se hk nes ved Index of Henge ie 
mene - : Index 
ye SL alee = ser OO ee Peter Oe ao ect SSRI LIBS LASER ce rere eer em ah ede it ote hg Oe 
| ii.129,539 | M. 98,068 | M.35,581 | M.29,014 | M.16,039 | w.7,703 Ni. 315,944 
| Number of Employees, - 1928-29 | F, $4,581 | F. 51,198 Fy 7, 855°5) «Fy 6,362 | F... 3,760 F.2,281 F116, 03% | 
| | “na f EDTA 120 | 1.149, 26 _3,48,436. | 1435,376 |. CUS ar EO cae 50460. Se 
| Mol Fal Tel Meh Fe iT. | M1 F.| (Me) TM TMT PST. | oM a Po SOR Ms 1 ean 
| Index for 1926-27 ve 1100] 98] 99/102} 99/201)102) 89:1, 99./113 |109 }112. 95 | 91 94 105 | gg {101 |101.5! 97.81100.5 |105.9 {102.0]104.9 
1927-28 ae 99} 97} 98 }100°) 98}1001102+ 9g) 99 ]106 }106 }106.| 98} 97) 98 ]107 }104 1106 |100.4'} 97. 8! 99.7}102.51 99.8 |101.7 
1928-29 7.00 }100 |100 }1.00 }100}100}:100 |2.00;,100 |100 |100 |100 100 1100 }10013. 00 }100 11.00 1100.0 {100.0 '100.0|100.0]100.0]100.0 
1929-30 © s8 90] 91, 90 961 98197] 95] 94] 94] BY| 89] B7| 94) 98) 94/105 991104] 92.4] 94.6| 93.0] 91.0] 92.9] 91.5 
| 1930-31 as 68) 75.70) *78. 83) 80} 83] 85{ 84] 63) 71} 64) 68| '76| 69) 85| 83] 84) 72.9] 79.1] 74.6) 71.0] 76.4) 78.4 
a 4 1931-32 Ancor ucmesl eG. CO OOH, UT 90] 81} 78 84 | 79} 61] 76| 64] 61} re 63| 841 87) 85} 70.4] 84.1] 74.1] 67.7] 80.0) 71.0 
ie Nae & ne Stolen “pone iene | | 
1932-33 i} 13 86) 76) 08M | 92} 80! 92! 82|:68] 84] 71| 68] 81} 70! 86; 90! 871 77.6] 93.1] 81.8] 73.7] 87.3] 77.4 
1933-34". Ae 82| 94] 85] 96}107}100} 86] 99| 88] 77) '89} 80) 75) 85} 77) 93 g9| 92| 86.1! 99.4] 89.7| 80.8] 92.0] 84.0 
1934-35 ae 93}107].97}106}113,108) 92 199| 94| 89) 971:91} 83]:'92].85/101| 971100} 96.3/108.4| 99.6] 89.4 96.9) 9242 
1935-36... on 104]116 }107}217{1191117{ 971210] 99 |104)1207105 | 99 }106 ]100}112 103 ]110}107.0}116.2]109.4} 98.4)105.0}100.2 
1936437 >. Stee 112/125 }115 }123 {121 | 123]103 |116 41.06 1110123 121 107 1234108 1122 }103 j118 }114.4}121.21116.3)104.1]108.3]105.3 
1937-38 5 ate 121 }134 }124 /131/126}130}112 1123 114 1120127 4121 1110 1126 {211 }1301108 ]125 }122.9/128.0/124.3]110.7]113.0]111.3 
1938-39 bh 124137 |127 1232 }127)130]117 |127 |119 124 |119 |110 }119 112 ]137 |115 }132 }124.4]130.0}125.9]110.9 |113.4]111.6 
1938 - May ee 1831137 11271134 )12711321313 11283 1247222 ]112 117/112 | 133 {112 (128 }124.7)130.0/126.2]111.9|114.3]112.6 
cliaieee tesa lene 4 124}136}127 1132 {125} 130}115 |124 119 117]110{116 111) 130}111 /125/124.2/128.3)125.3}111.4/112.7/111.7 
Cl) Sy ee gk 122]134}125 ]130|124/128] 118/123 yir9 Geinosae 1114127 |109 }123 |122.6}126.8/123.8} 109.8j111.3)/110.2 
fon a et ne pee ten een eee 42411371127 ]129.41251128] 123]. 111127 108 }1 129. 1/I25.8P1T0.8 1) Lace ee 
“ . September vs 124} 138!127]130]127)129| 123. TEM ESOS y 126.07 144252411453] 122.0 
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ie] Fo ee eae Mi | oes TMM fedleet Mi alee |) Maul ot. Ws 
1938 - October ore 132}128 130} 122] 117; 123/118 | OY. 129|125.2 13169 112720) 21169) 115.41712.8 
November ee 128/133 129 131)1221117]124/118 MOG ITSO 255 [Se et [LS sS lll eied| 105 551119..0 
December aA {127}133]126 129) 120} 118) 123/119 108 132 1125.1 130.6 |126.61111.6}114.0}112.2 
1939 - Januery ae 123/130/118 1126 121]110]120 121138 }122.3]122.5 |122.4)109.0/106.9]108.4 
February ak 126}132)129|131 129] 115] 123 126 |141 (124.4/131.2 |126.21110.8/114.3/111.7 
March . ie 128/133)1321133 133]117]123 124 1140 |125.6|134.0|127.9|111.8/116.7|113.1 
April mee 127] 132)130/131}1111125! 1131120 125 |137 1124.3|132.0|126.4/110.5|114.8)/111.7 
May 12711331127 /131/117]|128}119)] 117 117 1134 /225..0) 130.3 1126.51111.1)113.21111.7 
June eee 127/131 [125 1261201113 )j132 1124.2)128.5 }125.31110.31111.61110.5 
July (a) aA 1124123121 de; : {120 /119.8/126.5 |121.6 
August pr hee 123 |122 122 C19120. 6127 «2.1 lace 2 
September 42 126}124|125 124 125 1120.6} 130.7 |123.3 
October se Not  |129/130}130 127 133 }124.4}134.5 |127.1]1 
November = Avail- |131]131|136 127 139 )125.1/140.1.\129.2 
December ce able |133/131]133 121 142 }125.81139.6 |129.6 
1940 - January c - 113141301145 111 138 |123.0/144.4 |128.8 
February =  1131}134}143 116: 145 1125.5)143.4|130.4 
‘March eit: sll {133/135 |143 121 {151 1127.2/146.5 |132.3 
“April enters . 1130]}135 1146 118 148 }125.7/145.9/131.2 
* May Sneath * 125}133)141 124 1511124.0/140.9]128.6 





Nuwber of Factories in Sample 1901 100 


Percentage of employees in 
sample in 1938-39 


86 21 





(a) After June, 1939, indexes are based on sample returns, and male and female indexes for Australia are calculated on the assumption 


that the change in masculinity in the six States is equal to the change in the five States other than New South Wales, for which 
State sample masculinity figures are not available. 
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MALES EMPLOYED IN FACTORINS AS PERCENTAGE OF ALL PERSONS 



























SE i ELOYED IN FACTORIES. °° "~~ stein 
Bs | ew sonth | 70. | Gucone-| South | Vootera tae | susan 
| eiees ae ‘ = ucens=! _, vou Vestern Tage eee eee i 
Me || Wales’ (Sorin! | "ana | Australia lMustralial mania | “UTM 
POR 627-1 74.8 66.3 | 83.8 8204 81.7 
1927-28 | b TESS ae es a B20 81s 2-4 216. 
1928-29 ott ihe | rama 81.9 82.0 81.0 
7929-30. 8. S41 65.1: ‘81.9 81.7 80.3 
Seeaces Tx fi 572.6 64.4 81.6 80.2 79.3 
| i93tse: Pe -TOe? Gia Lk 80.8 78.6 71.6 
1932-33: 71.0 62.2 79.48 781.5 18.2 
1933-34 71.5 63.2 19.7 79.8 78.9 
B ) 984-351. 71.8 64.1 719.7 80.8 719.4 
BP ) 085-36!) ws: YP 65.3 80.0 81.2 80.1 
PF (086537) 2.287 W232 66.1 60.1 81.6 60.3 
1937-38) S.ahhl 72.4 66.6 80,6 81.9 80.2 
988939 TOS) 9) 92.4 66.6 80.6 81.2 79.7 
1938 =>. ete Maa Ey j 
a Oe 66.8 80.6 81.7 80.2 
June .. 1226 66.9 80.8 Shel. 80.2 
uly js 72.5 66.8 8163 Si5 79.9 
August |.e.0 4) | vSt2e4 66.4 81.5 81.2 79.9 
‘September.: | Weuie 66.2 81.5 Blac 79.5 
Mireper Fk} 726 66.4 80.8 81.2 79.6 
‘November. .°:., 721.) 66.5 80.6 81.1 79.8 
December:.:*:'| , ° 72.0 67.0 80.5 Bbas 719.7 
Wwanuary :.°.. | ,..73.3 “67.9 80.1 Seley A 79.8 
»February .) i ayane 66.2 Toe 81.6 719.7: 
Merch | ais) | or 1262 65.9 79.4 BL nol 759.68 
eae eri | er 7262 6642 80.0 81.1 / 80.0 
* May Be eonaedt 7245 66.8 80.6 80.8 EG 
June .. 71247 66.8 81.0 80.8 19.4 
July (a) é Nets 66.2 Suey 79.8 78.9 
Siigust <2. | wind. 65.9 81.2 81.2 78.9 
-: September - | Neds 65.5 81.6 77.9 
“. October , “rNebe 65.6 81.7 77.8 
‘November. : Neds 64.9 80.6 78.3 
_.. December, ° | rai tebe 65.4 1959 Tse 
1940 a | : oe 
M@ONUary 5%) i Migs 63.3 80.1 — 18.8 
February : Nee 64.3 Pas Ne al Sra 
Cs HigiPe 64.3 77.9 ees 
April |.. tf sce | Ob. o 799 18.46 
May i Wetis 64.4 80.6 77.9 
ES Se re aa aes a Se coe —— SE SE EC DE CE OE 





neo. NOt avariable. 


(a) /From July; 1939 the State percentages are based. on estimetes computed from 
returns from "sample" factories, while the percentage for sustralia is. 
calculated on the assumption that the change in masculinity in the six 

Toi. ,... States is equal, to the change in the five States, other than New South, 
‘lotWales, for which sample masculinity ‘figures are not: available. 
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Sr Se tae ata Australie 
Western index: Gi 
, New South Auge vided by 
_ Month -Wales ~ 1 brake justed ._Lndex of 
ee ae Index| Employee 
Populati 
Index for - gee 
1934-35 ieee 
1935-36 
ies re 
1937-38 mapas 
1938-39 
eg 121.7 
me tt 122.4 
June ee pre 
July a6 ee 
August .. me 
September ace 
October 9 
November 123.9 
December 136-5 
ao. = 
~ January ‘121.3 
‘February 122.2 
March .. 119.6) 
pred, © a L197 
“May oe 120.8 
‘June Ne 121.4 
July ihe 121.2 
August .. 11867 sas 
‘September — 1182414 
‘October 119.7 
November 122.9 
December 137.9 
1940 - 
January 122.0 
February 121.0 
119.6 ~ 


Wisievelee 5c | 131 
DANO t tele | 129 
’ May 


Lot 129.5 120.4 
145 130.6 121.3 


ve Ae eS Pe Se ae ee Lae en es ee et ao enero 
Number of 
establishments 
now furnishing 
returns 
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INDEXES QF EMPLOYMENT IN NEW SOUTH WALES 


lees, AND QUEENSLAND. 

Working from the basis of the results of the Census of 30th June, 1933, and 
from compilations made from returns of employers in remitting wages tax and returns 
coilected from Government Departments, the Government Statistician of New South Wales hai 
prepared an index of employment and unemployment covering all persons dependent on em- 
ployment, in New South Wales. The Director of the Bureau of Industry of Queensland pub- 
lishes a table compiled from census results, unemployed insurence contr 
compensation records, and shop and factory returns. The table gives 2 comprehensive 
statement of all persons in work (other than relief work) in Queensland, whether as em- 
ployees, employers, or independent workers. & full percentage of unemployment, coverin) 
the whole working population, is also shown; this percentage can be defined as the rati 


of the number of persons seeking and capable of work and not in work, to the total of th 
working population. 


ibutions, workers) 


ce . /NEW 


(NEW SOUTH WALES 
es Percentages. of: Employment and Maemployme ent_- All 
available wage-earners. 








Owing to the incidence of enlistments a the replacement of male labour 
females not previously engaged in gainful employment, it is not possible to estimate 
je numbers available for employment and the compilation of the indexes of employment and 
jemployment has been suspended for the present. 
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\ Percentage of all who are dependent 
on and available for. gM Se 


(a) Trciniine as Biioyed| 
the full-time ecuivalent) (0) Inoluding all part- 
; i time relief workers 
of all part-time - RET SORERENE Doe. 
. relief workers Bi ae pee One 
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“Employed Unemployed | Employed ponerse 
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Census of 30th June, 1933 8506. boi fos 13.5. 26.5 
1936 - June oé 10.7 39 
ih eee Ui he gms at a 2s es «Aa OLSE 
yp -° 1938 - June ieee oso. 4.9 
yp 1939 - May ec =a Soe 60 
hee June es OeSs a 7.4 
i July es 6.2. 7.3 
i August Bic 6.5 146 
rn ‘September Reba 6.0 RKO) aa 
rn October. . dies 5.0 Dao 
a. November eee 4.6 5.4 
December ‘es 3o9 4.6 
|. £940 - January | Lee) 546 “664° 
Ml February sre 4.9 5466 
Me ‘March — és 4.4 Soli. 
I April are 6.0 Boll 


tae The indexes were revised in November, 1937. In estimating the cieraase: ‘in 
Mine [nee of persons dependent on employment allowance is now made for (a) increase ‘in 
{the proportion of females who are wage-earners, and (b) youths who were without occupation 
lput were not recorded in the wage-earning group at the Census of 1933. Adjustment for 
liseasonal variations in employment is not made except in, respect of casual retail employees 
jin December. At the Census of 30th June, 1933, 15,142: persons. dependent on employment 
returned themselves as unemployed by reason of itincee, accident, etc. or "voluntarily". 
This number, representing 1.8 per cent. of all persons dependent on, employment is oun eed 
from the indexes above,which relate. to percentages of available wage-earners, employed and 
“unemployed. The approximate number of persons in private employment was 478,000 in June, 

1933; 689,000 in June, 1938; 679, 000 in June, 1939; and 683,000 in May, 1940, 
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_ ~) Numbers_ in Work “and Percentages~of~ £Unemptoyments~-- 
: ier Numbers in Work 
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Employers | Working 
Period and Workers Employees Pein of Unem- 
on Own ag : “ployment 
Bs Ageount. [oi se 47 Wages: « me 
1926-27 an 83,000 212,900 - 8,900 304,800 
1927-28 My 84, 600 212,400 9, 000 306,000 
1928-29 ye 86,300 204,400. - }, 9,100 299,800 
1929-30 se 88,000 202,800 “ 9,200 300, 000 
1930-31 bi 89,700 190, 000 9,300 289,000 
1931=32 on 91,400 181,300 9,400 282,100 
1932-33 cite 93,100 184,600 9,400 287,100 
1933-34 nite 94,700 © 194,700 9,600 299,000 
1934-35 aie 96,800 214,500 9,700 321,000 
1935-36 aie 90,900 2234500 9,900 332, 300 
1936-37 Ar 10U, 900 £34,500 | 10,100 345 4.500 
1937-38 ie 103,000 245,800. | 10,300 359,100 
1938-39 aa 105,100 257,700 10,500 373,300 
Three months ended - 
October, 1939 ae 106, 600 259,400 376,600 6.5 
November, Ke Bre 106,800 259,800 S11 ya OO 654 
December, " ite 106, 900 259,000 376,500 6.7 
January, 1940 - 107,100 263,300 381,000 5.8 
February, " 7 107, 300 266,900 384,800 5.0 
March, du ee 107,500 266,500 384,600 Brea! 
April, t si 107 , 600 2655400 3835600 5.5 
ley ni | 107,800 | 263, 388,100 | 5, 


<ya-Bureau-of Industry from 
compensation records, and 
It should be noted 


The foruenimg ce “compiled ‘by thé questsx 
census results, unemployed insurance “contributions, workers' 
shop and factory returns; replaces that formerly published herein. 
that the table covers the whole of: the working populets ons Sita eich . 

The ieures for throe-monthly pepiada: have been corrected for seasonal 
variationy Woes ee a ee 


5 CASMENTS 3. BuPLOVBUT 


ES SES ST 


en The, fovibwide § table ‘compiled’ “Feo ene” wages tax returns of private we P 
ployer in respect: of their employees, whether subject to or not subject to tax, and fron 
returns of Commonwealth, State and Local Government employment, gives the best measure 
avatlable-of. the-course..of. total 6 mployment. 27 Tasmania. 
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cao 2 aa ea = =" Totbed Employment 
pn hee lie er ee Veer Get Industry Publi Authorities with. Public. and..Private’. 


Period cae IN fs —— 





1936-37 
1937-38 
1938-39 


1938-39°- 
January 
February 
March .. 
ADFT]: os 
May... + 


Note aN a Mae uate pee a 


“Sune a 


193904 ola) is 
gpuly, oe 
August 
‘September 

. October. 
‘November 
December 
January 
February 
March .. 


April ss 
aes an 


hyd For periods up S) end including are 1939, the figures in the table may be 
regarded as providing eB“ virtually complete--recend..of. total, employment. They are a com 
bination of monthly figures received currently and annually, covering both ‘private and. 
public. employment... ' . (They are deficient orfly to the inappreciable extent. ‘that some relief 
and other intermittent workers and domestic workers in private homes are not: covered by 
the monthly returns. . On the. other hend, to the extert thet they ‘embrace ‘the majority of 
worker's. ‘subject to intermittent ainpitoe ed over the whole year, they refléct: fully the 
soasonal and! all, ‘other influences upon eae tayeny in AT : 


eos 








mG) Sse Note 2 waliewcune 


eeat 31 For ‘the months. of 1939-40 te figures dre estimates. ase aipan ‘the current 
monthly. movements af. all public authority employment and of about*44 per. cent. of total 
private employment... For a. given month the figure of ‘total private employment of the 
corresponding month of the previous year-is changed in the ratio’ of the. change of the 
current figure of private employment. The indication of the position for all employment’ 
in Tasmania given by this technical Pie cdure must be read in the light of other indica- ° 
tions,of current change. 
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UNEMPLOYMENT . 
QUARTER ENDED JUNE, 1940. 


The percentages of recorded. unemployment among members of reporting Trade 
Unions for Australia as a whole are given below for the June quarter of 1932, when unem- 
ployment was atvits:maximum and for each quarter from June, 1935 onwards - 


_RUSTRALIA 
Ieee OR Tt ge een) armen Sema we 1932..= June quarter. Piet Me A OAS 30. 0 per cent . 
x reel, : 1030 + June quarter. .. AU, Ate heeal Hi 
Ree eee! | September !.5-. wae 515). Sant " 
me eh December " Lee SaaS Tet " 
— 1936: = Maren quarters: 13.4 per cent e—n-94——— ~~ ne ees 
‘June nee iets ie. 2 n 
: \ September " - eet Sebo. oie 
io. Seberper |” wa kOe, on q 
ead re : '1937 - March quarter ee 9.9 per cent. 
: : : v ; June Wu ee 9 ot iv o 
September " i, “GB sit 4 
ecw) so eee? peor Chien 
Bars. wi) 1938 -' March quarter 3 8.0 per cent. 
June BY 20h Na MPP SL Sag: a ; 
Septenber " 3 See 4 
December " at Baars _ 
1939 ‘= tlarch quarter ors 9.6 per cent. 
June : ee 2655," % & 
September " daw Si LORS Ea . 
December " ae Le ae " 
1940 - March quarter oe 7.9 per cent. 
June 3 ee cKO A oie! " 


It should be noted that the figures refer to the mid-month of each quarter, 
and represent the conditions at the middle of that month. Consequently, the latest 
figures referred to herein relate to the middle of May, 1940. 


Following the peak point (30 per cent.) in unemployment attained in the 
June quarter of 1932 the percentage dropped continuously to 8 per cent. in the March 
quarter of 1938, the lowest figure since August, 1927, when it was 6.7 per c ent. After 
March, 1938, the index rose with minor fluctuations to 10.2 per cent. in the September 
quarter, 1939, but fell appreciably during each of the next two quarters. Concerning the 
rise to10.5 per cent. in the June quarter it should be noted that, although coalmining 
employees out of work during tne period of collection owing to the industrial dispute in 
that industry have been excluded from the tabulation, persons in other industries 
indirectly affected by the dispute have been included. 


The usual tables for Trade Union Unemployment are appended. 


AUSTRALIA 
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and Percentage_of Unemployed. March quarter, 1929 


to June quarter, 1940.- ~~ 

































































March June June June ec Bete: June 
i arte a a arte : 
tuetreits | aumrtor avertorturter|auester wert quarter UeEzey Warten 
Z 1939 1938 
Number of Unions Ewe 396 394 395 Bua 392 388 
Membership eA 420, 304 |413,2721415,059)/477,149 478,000 /478,245 475,815 
Unemployed - 
Number - 39,159 |123,948}106,502145,183 | 48,888 | 44,253 49,775 
Percentage .. ee F200.) 25.4: 2-965 LOxe? | “948 10.5 | 
| -—----—-= a ~~ +--+ eae 
/STATES 


STATES. 


Percentage of Members of Trade Unions Reported as Unemployed 
in each State _: March quarter, 1929 to 
June quarter, 1940. 











ne rs S at arr isapoue| Decems| ... 
ie m=-| .. 

‘March. June |. June June eee pe March June 

State Quartér |Quarter Quarter| Quarter ducteien a nee tse Quarter} Quarter 

1929 1932 1933 1939 1939 1939 1940 | 1940(b) 

o- % i 

Now South Wales... (a)11.6 |(a)1l 15.9 
Victoria a WAZ 6.6 
Queensland at 56 6.8 
South Australia as 9.4 8.3 
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AUSTRALIA: 9.3 ' 30.0 ‘ ASW / (a)9.5 (a)10.2 (a)9.3 (a)7.9 10.5 








(a) Revised. (bo) In any consideration of the percentages for the June quarter, 
1940, it should be borne in mind that, although coalmining employees out of 
work during the period of collection owing to the industrial dispute in that 
industry have been excluded from the tabulation, persons in other industries 
indirectly affected by the dispute have been included. 
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